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August 28, 2020 
 
Dear Trenton Community, 
 
I hope that this letter brings some comfort to those that feel the angst associated with the 
upcoming school year. None of us could have predicted the impact of COVID-19 on our lives, 
and yet, we are trying our best to move forward. Though it is difficult, I have embraced the 
belief that we cannot focus on what we have lost, but rather, what we have gained! Our kids 
are returning to school, and we will do our best to get everyone back as soon as possible!  
 
 In the past week, we have: 
 

 Completed elementary teacher assignments (including honoring those requests for a remote 
experience). I am happy to say that the teacher response and desire for in-person instruction 
was overwhelmingly positive. 

 Completed a safety and cleaning workshop for our custodians, support staff, and health 
paraprofessionals. 

 Completed all PPE orders related to our Safe Start commitment including but not limited to, a 
district-wide order for masks, air purifiers, sneeze glass, foggers, etc. 

 Posted signage in both elementary schools. 

 Completed building safety orientation video for the community. Final editing process/video link 
still in process. 

 Completed building professional staff assignments including special education staff and 
interventionists. 

 Completed compiling a staff training program/process to be shared next week for elementary 
teachers to complete  

 Completed a Chromebook distribution schedule for each building. Please look for 
correspondence from your building principals today or Monday. 

 Completed remote learning schedules at AMS and THS to be followed for the first week, first 
month, and possibly beyond. 

 
On the horizon/next week:  
 
 Elementary remote learning schedules need to be finalized.  

 Administrative assistant and paraprofessional training. 

 Staff completion of classroom protocols during COVID-19. 

 Finalize screening process so that it is efficient and effective. 

 Communicating class rosters to parents. 

 Final prepping for elementary buildings for our F2F students. 
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It has come to our attention that there has been some concern (and rightfully so) about our 
ability to provide Chromebooks to all of our elementary hybrid students. We have been waiting 
for several months for an order of Chromebooks to arrive.  For those that do not know, there is 
a national shortage (for example, Bloomfield Hills has 22,000 on backorder). Regardless, we 
remain confident that this will not be a problem. For the hybrid schedule, teachers will 
be delivering Face to Face instruction two days per week with the intent of remote learning on 
Wednesdays and at-home learning on the off-days. Look for communication from your child’s 
classroom teacher in the near future.  
 
In closing, thank you. Thank you to all of our students, parents, and families for all of the 
support and patience that you have shown during this time. I would love to conclude this 
correspondence with a promise or guarantee of what tomorrow may bring, but that is not 
possible! Instead, I promise on behalf of TPS that we will do our best to support our students 
and community. I promise that we will be flexible and fluid, and communicate each step along 
the way. 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

Douglas Mentzer 

 
Douglas Mentzer, Ed. S 
Interim Superintendent 
Trenton Public Schools 
 

 


